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of His Majesty's Government goes deeper than that.
To us the League is not a fetish, but an instrument,
the value of which is in direct proportion to its
effectiveness.

At the present time its effectiveness is seriously
impaired because some of the most powerful nations
in the world are not members, or are not in
sympathy with it. Even so, it still does much useful
and valuable work, but our aim must be to streng-
then its authority, and thus so to increase its moral
and material force as to enable it to carry out fear-
lessly and successfully the purposes for which it was
originally founded.

His peroration reminded the older members of his
audience of his father's greatest days:

What sort of future are we trying to create for
ourselves and for our children? Is it to be better or
worse than that which we have inherited? Are we
trying to make a world in which the peoples that
inhabit it shall be able to live out their lives in peace
of mind and in the enjoyment of a constantly rising
standard of all that makes life worth living, of health
and comfort, of recreation and of culture? Or are
we preparing for ourselves a future which is to be
one perpetual nightmare, filled with the constant
dread of the horrors of war, forced to bury ourselves
below ground and to spend all our substance upon
the weapons of destruction?

One has only to state these two alternatives to
be sure that human nature, which is the same all the
world over, must reject the nightmare with all their
might, and cling to the only prospect which can give
them happiness. And for any Government deliber-
ately to deny to their people what must be their